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OF THE 


May 11th, 


Parse’ to agreement made at the joint meeting of- the 
Commissioners of the General Conferences of the Methodist and. 
- Methodist Protestant Churches, held at Pittsburgh, Pa., October, 
1875, the several Annual Conferences of the Methodist Church 
elected representatives to a General Convention, to be held in 
the city of Baltimore, Md., commencing May 11th, 1877. 


~The representatives thus elected met in the Methodist Protes- 
tant Church, corner of Green and Lombard streets, on the above 
day, and were called to order at 10 o’clock A. M., by John 
Burns, D. President of the joint “of ‘The Com- 
missioners.’ 


The session was opened with religious services conducted by J. 
J. Smith, D. D., who read the 13th chapter of 1st Corinthians, 
and announced the hymn, commencing, ‘ And are we yet 
alive,’ &c. 

J dais Burns was chosen President, pro tem., of the Conven- 
tion, and G. B. McElroy was appointed Secretary. 


~The list of the Annual Conferences was then called, and the 
_ members present handed in their certificates of election. 


A. H. Bassett and H. Stackhouse were appointed a Committee. 
on Credentials, who reported the following as entitled to seats > 
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Ministers. 


E. S. Brown 


J. Selby, 
W. Remsburg, 


W. Haddleston. 


R. Rose, 

A. H. Bassett, 
C. 8. Evans, 
W. R. Parsons, 
J. Jd. White. 


T. EK. Lancaster, 


J. H. Luse, 
H. Flood, 
S. M. Lowden. 


H. Palmer, 
John Scott, 
Wm. Oollier, 
A. Clark, 
H. Colhouer, 
G. G. Westfall, 
Laishley. 


J ohn Burns, 

D. Trueman, 

W. Hastings, 


O. V. W. Chandler, 


Joel S. Thrap, 
G. W. Hissey, 


J. H. Hamilton, 


F. A. Brown. 


John Riggs,* ** 


Towa. 


OHIO, 


INDIANA. 


PITTSBURGH. 


MUSKINGUM. 


KENTUCKY. 


Laymen. 


W. Workman,* 


J. N. Shedenhelm. 


Weidman, 
S. Russell.* 


W. Kent, 


T. J. Finch, 

G. B. Hamilton, 
T. Douglass, 
D. Dunbar. 


J. J. Amos,* 


P. W. Patterson,* | 


D. V. Buskirk,* 
N. H. Jones,* 


D.. Whitford. 


H. Pierpoint, 
J. Troth, 


d, J. 
H. Collier,* 


H. E. H. 
William Gray, 
J, H. Carr, 


J. Powelson, 


W. R. Peters,* 
John W. Scott, 


Dr. James Brown, 


William Porter, - 


Ragan Scott. 


Cox,* 


L. F. Tyree.* 


Those marked thus * absent. 


@ 
S.J. Fox 
Harper 
G. W. Pogue. 
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OrEGON MIssIoN CONFERENCE. 


Ministers. 


W: West.* 
L. A. Bliss.* 


W. M. Kerr.* 


. York.* 
E. T. Hudson. 
E. A. Wheat. 


G. Williams. 


J. J. Smith, 
Mark Staples. 
Young,* 
S. Clark.* 
Richard Wright, 


A. L. Reynolds, 


T. J. Sheppard. 


_P. J. Strong, 
J. M. Mayall, 


WESTERN NortH CAROLINA. 
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Laymen. 


Minnesota. 


W. G. Reed.* 


_ Ww... 
EASTERN Nort QAROLINA. 
A. EH. Holton. * 
NEBRASKA. 
Wm. McKenney.* 


(FENESSEE. 


NortH Missouri. 
J. W. Antrim.* 


New York. 


F. Swingle. 
KANSAS. 
J. Rinehart,* 
J. 8. Mitchell.* 
Soutu 
John Puleston, 
C. Link. 
W. Bush.* 
NortH ILuINors. 
A. 
MicHI@an. 
H. O. Sternberg,” 
L. Morrell.* 
ONONDAGA. 
P. Weaver, 
Ke B. G. Switt. 
New Jersey. 
: R. H. Turner, 
J. A. Scheible. 


Gilkes, 
K. Williams. 


‘Tats marked thus * absent, 


West Micutean. 


‘Martin Webster.* 


Calvin Tompkins,* 


| 
G. B. McElroy, | 
J. Kellogg. 
| | 
N.R. Swift, 
J. H. Hogan. | 

_E. B. Stultz. 

J. Kost, 

F’. H. Chase.* — 


Communications from the Secretaries of the Muskingum, Iowa, 


and Onondaga Conferences, stating the action of said Confer- 


ences on the object of the Coarention, were read and, referred to 


the appropriate committee. 


Certain papers from the representatives of the Kentucky Con- 
ference were referred to the Committee on Credentials. 


The ministers and members of the Methodist Protestant Con- 


vention attending this Convention were invited to honorary 
seats in this body. 


The committee to nominate permanent officers of the Con- 
vention reported as follows: J.J. Smith of New York, for 
President ; G. B. McKlroy of Michigan, Secretary ; ; W.H. I or- 
dan of North Illinois, first assistant Secretary; C. 8. Evans of 
Ohio, second assistant Secretary. The report was adopted. 


The President elect, on taking the chair delivered a suitable 


and kindly received inaugural addr ess. 


~The Committee on the action of Annual Conferences in refer- 
ence to this Convention submitted the following report, which 
was adopted : 


Your Committee would report that the last General Cianhiaiais of the 
Methodist Church appointed a commission of nine persons, to meet a similar 


commission which had been appointed by the General Conference of the 


Methodist Protestant: Church, to arrange plans for a re-union of the two 
churches. 


That the commissioners so seeiiiidad by the two General Conferences held. 


a session in Pittsburgh, October, 1875, and having agreed upon a plan or “ Basis 


of Union,” published the same, and recommended that Conventions should be — 


_ called to meet in the city of Baltimore, May, 1877, for the purpose of consum- 


mating the proposed union. | 
That a call for a General Convention, so recommended by ,the commission, 


was issued, and agreed to by the Annual Conferences of New York, New Jer- 
‘sey, Onondage, Genessee, Pittsburgh, Muskingum, Ohio, Michigan, West 
_ Michigan, Indiana, North Illinois, South Illinois, Iowa, Nebraska, Missouri and 
~ North Missouri, Minnesota, East North Carolina, West North Carolina and 
Kansas. 

That the Basis of Union as agreed to by the commissioners has been en- 
dorsed and approved by the Annual Conferences of New York, New Jersey 
_ Onondaga, Genessee, Pittsburgh, Ohio, Michigan, West Michigan, North Illi- 
nois, South Illinois, Iowa, Nebraska, Missouri, North Missouri, Kast and West 
North Carolina, Minnesota and Kansas—Indiana Conference endorsing the 
union as far as it is in accordance with the Discipline. | 

That all of these Conferences have conferred upon their representatives to 
this Convention conventional powers, for the purpose of effecting the union of 
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Revs. W. H. Jordan, 8. A. Fisher, J. Robison, A. D. 
Brown, J. B. Walker, and Father McCormick were invited to 
honorary membership. 


A committee consisting of one representative from each An- 


nual Conference, to nominate permanent officers for the Conven- 
tion, was ordered. ‘ 


The following were announced severally by the delegations, 
respectively, as constituting said committee: P. J. Strong, A. 
Clark, A. H. Bassett, G. B. McElroy, J. Kost, HE. D. Stultz, 
G. W. Hissey, E. S. Brown, E. A. Wheat, E. T. Hudson, J. 

_H. Hogan, M. Staples, J. Puleston, 8. H. Flood and G. Wil- | 


- liams. The committee were granted leave of absence. 


Revs. J. M. Holmes, pastor of the church in which the Con- 

vention was held, and W. 8. Hammond were invited to hon- 
-orary membership, as were also Drs. Webster and Soule. 

A committee of three, to ascertain and report to the Conven- — 
tion the action of the several Annual Conferences on matters for 
the arrangement and settlement of which the present Conven- 
tion is held, was ordered, and constituted as follows: A. H. 
Bassett, T’. B. Appleget and T. H. Colhouer. : 

G. G. Westfall, J. 8. Thrap and W. R. Parsons were ap- 

pointed a Committee on Rules of Order. 


The Convention adjourned at 11 A. M. o 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 
The Convention met at3 P.M. Religious services conducted | 


by W. Collier, D. D. Roll called. Minu 


tes of previous ses- 
sion read and approved. 


A communication from the Convention of the Methodist 
Protestant Church, notifying this Convention of the hours of 
_Ineeting and adjournment as adopted by them, and also asking — 
this Convention to place its ministerial members under the con- 


trol of the Committee on Pulpit Service appointed by them | 


was read. The request was granted, with the addition of the 


name of J. Burns, D. D., to said Committee, 
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Resolved, That the committee of seven members has been appointed to meet a 
similar committee from the Methodist Protestant Convention, which joint com- 
mittee shall report to the two Conventions such action as is necessary to expe- 


dite and consummate the union of the two Conventions and churches upon the. 


basis proposed. 


A communication from W. M. Kerr, representative elect from 


North Carolina, was presented to the Cotiventton, and referred 
to the Committee of Conference. 


The order of the day having arrived, it was postponed 


until the Committee of Conference should report. 
At this juncture Bro. Bassett made some very interesting 


historical statements in connection with Bro. McCormick, who 


was then presented to the Convention, and made some very in- 
teresting and feeling remarks. 


Dr. Webster then addressed the Convention 1 in a very y happy 


and appropriate manner. 


Adjourned at 11. 30. Doxology sung, aia prayer by Bro. 
McCormick. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Convention met at 3 P. M. Religious services by Rev. 
J. A. Thrap. The President being absent, Rev. W. R. Parsons 


was elected President pro tem. Minutes revious session 
read and approved. 


A communication from the Methodist ane ar Convention, 


advising this Convention of the appointment of a Committee 
of Conference, was read and ordered to be placed on file. 


The Con veh adjourned until 9 o’clock A. Monday, 


14th, 187 Doxology aung, and by Douglass. 


THIRD DAY, 


Monpay, May 14th, 1877. 


The Convention met at 9 A. M. Religious exercises. con- 
ducted by Rev. W. Remsburg. Roll called. Minutes of 


vious session read and approved, 
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the Methodist and Methodist Protestant Churches, on the Basis as published, 
and to complete the same. 

From the above facts, your committee conclude that this Convention has 
been regularly constituted, according to the requirements of Article II of the 
Constitution, and that the representatives composing it are clothed with full 
conventional powers, and that it has power to discharge all the duties of a 
General Conference, in addition to the particular object for which it has been 
assembled. 

T. B. APPLEGET, 
T. H. COLHOUER, 
A. H. BASSETT. 


The Committee on Rules of Order presented a report which was 
adopted. 


It was agreed that the order “ the day for to-morrow morn- 
ing, immediately after the usual preliminary work, be the con- 
of the Basis of Union seriatim. 


Convention at 5.30 P. M. with prayer by Rev. 
Williams. 


SATURDAY, May 12th, 1877. 


The Convention met at 9 A. M. Religious services conducted 
by Rev. J. H. Hamilton. Roll onthe Minutes of preceding 
session read and app! 

The order of the day, viz., the Basis of Union, . adoption, 

_seriatim, was taken up, aid, on motion, postponed until 11_ 
-o’clock. 
A Committee of Conference was ordered, consisting of four 
ministers and three laymen, to confer with are committee from 
the Methodist Protestant Convention on the Basis of Union. 

The following were elected members of said committee. §. 

M. Lowden, J. Burns, G. G. Westfall, E. A. Wheat, a eG. 
Finch, P. F. Rémsbura and A. Harper. 


The Seer etary was requested to inform the other Convention of 
_ this action and request a like action upon their part. 


~The following resolution, offered by T. B. Appleget, was 
adapted : 
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WHEREAS, The last General Conference, by Ries action, requested Rey. A» 
‘A. Bassett to write a history of the Methodist Church; and 

WHEREAS, In compliance with that request he bai prepared, at verv great 
labor and considerable expense, a history of our church irom the beginning 
down to the present time; and 

WHEREAS, We deem it important that the Church be put in posssession of 
said history at the earliest practicable day, as many of the facts connected with. 
the rise and progress of our denomination are not generally known; therefore 

Resolved, That we request Bro Bassett to put his history to press as soon as 
he can arrange to do so, believing that it will meet with a ready sale. 

Resolved, That as a means of securing the author against pecuniary embar- 
rassment, we recommend the taking of subscriptions for the Work in advance 
of its publication. 

Resolved, That we heartily commend the work to our people ever ywhere, 
believing that it will, greatly to our “advantage, place this church in its proper 
light before the 

| JOHN SCOTT, 
McELROY. 


- Convention adjourned. Prayer by Rev. P. J. Strong. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 
Convention met. Religious exercises by Rev. J. A. ‘Thrap. 
Roll called. Minutes and approved. 


A communication from Rev. Ike J. York, representative elect 
from the Eastern North Carolina Conference, was read. 


A communication from the representatives elect from the 
Kansas Annual Conference, exhibiting their views and wishes 
in relation to the questions to be considered by the Convention, — 
was read and referred to the committee to ascertain the action 
of the Annual Conferences on said question. 

The committee to whom was referred the paper relating to an 
Ecumenical Conference of Methodism, presented the following 
report, which was adopted : aa 


WHEREAS, We have receivetl, with pleasure, a communication from a Com- 
mittee of the Methodist a Church relative to an Ecumenical Conference 
of Methodism ; and | 

WHEREAS, We heartily concur in 1 the object proposed by said committee in 
reference to said Conference; therefore, 

Resolved, That this Convention appoint a . committe ‘of. three to correspond 
with similar committees of other Methodist bodies, in view ‘of makibg full 
arrangements for the meeting of said Conference. : 
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A brief verbal report on behalf of the Committee of Con- 
ference was made by J. H. Hamilton. 


Convention adjourned to meet at 2.30 P. M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


~ Convention met pursuant to adjournment. Devotional exer- 


cises conducted. by Rev. G. W. Hissey. Roll called. Minutes 
of previous session read and approved. 


A communication from the Committee of the Beane Con- 
ference of the Methodist Episcopal Church in relation to an 
Ecumenical Conference of Methodism was read ‘and referred 


to a special committee, consisting of J. Scott, J. S. Thrap, J. 
F. Kellogg, T. Douglass, and W. J. Troth. 


A certain paper relating to tenure of church property, offered | 
by H. Stackhouse, was laid on the table until after the Com- 
mittee of Conference shall have reported. | 


The following paper was adopted by a rising vote: 


Resolwed, That we have been charmed by the generous welcome and kind 
hospitality extended to the members of this Convention by the members of the 
Methodist Protestant Church, and other residents of the city of Baltimore. 

- Resolved, That for this Christian reception and entertainment our thanks are 
- tendered, not only to those who have opened their doors and hearts to us, but 

also to the Maryland Annual Conference of the Methodist Protestant Church, 
through whose committee, under the direction of Rev. Bros. D. L. Greenfield, 


W...S. Hammond, and J. M. Holmes, our comfort and welfare have been sO per- 
: fectly 2 and courteously provided for. | 


APPLEGET, 


J. HAMILTON, 
Convention adjourned. 


FOURTH DAY. 


TUESDAY, May 15th, 1877. 
Convention met at 9A. M. Religious services by Rev. 8. H. 


Flood. Roll called. Minutes of previous session read and ap- 
proved. 


The was adopted : 
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S. M. Lowden dissenting from the majority upon the third item relative to — 
suffrage. | 


The undersigned, a member of the Joint Committee, while assenting to the 
foregoing report, invites the attention as well of the Methodist Protestant Con- 
vention, which he in part represents, as of the Joint Convention in case of a 
Union, to a difficulty which we fear will be imposed upon us of the North 
Carolina Conference, and to beg from both Conventions a remedy for the same. - 
He begs further to say, that if, unfortunately, the Joint Convention shall apply 
no remedy, then he would reserve the right for himself, for his representatives, 
and for our North Carolina Annual Conference District, of taking such position, 
either in Joint Convention or in the future, as the exigencies of the case may 


require. 
W. H. WILLS. | 
Attest: 
J.M.P.HICKERSON, 
Secretary to the Committee. 
” G. G. Westfall was appointed a committee of one to give 
notice to the Methodist Protestant Convention of the action of ! 
this Convention on the report. 
Convention adjourned. Prayer by Rev. R. Rose. . 


WepDNESDAY, May 16th, 1877. 


The Convention met at 9 A. M. Religious services were con- 
ducted by Rev. E.S. Brown. ~The roll was called and minutes 
of previous session read and approved. os 

The appointment of a Committee of Correspondence, in the 
matter of the Ecumenical Conference of Methodism, and also 
the appointment of delegates to the same, was laid on the table 
until after the meeting of the two Conventions in Joint Con- 


vention. 
The following paper was offered by T. B. Appleget : 


Resolved, That it is the sense of this Convention, that we are now ready to 
meet our brethren of the Methodist Protestant Church, 1n General Convention, 
d as soon as the Methodist 


on the basis and plan agreed upon yesterday; and as S000 

Protestant Convention shall concur in this action, the P 
Conventions are authorized to call the General Convention at such place, 

at such time as the Joint Committee may decide upon. ae 
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Resolved, That this Convention proceed, at a suitable time, to the election of | 
- two ministerial and two lay delegates, and an equal number of alternates, to 
represent the Methodist Church in the aforesaid Conference. — 
JOHN SCOTT, 
| 8. THRAP, 

T. DOUGLASS, 

W. J. TROTH, | 

TT. F. KELLOGG. 


The’ appointment of the committee, ordered in the foregoing 
report, was deferred for the present. 
The Committee of Conference presented their report, which 
was adopted, as follows: 


To the General Convention of the Methodist Church, 
in the City of Baltimore assembled : 


We the J oint Committee of Conference of the Methodist Protestant Church 
and of the Methodist Church, would most respectfully submit the nee 
report as the result of our deliberations: 
 Resowed 1. That the Basis of Union agreed upon by the J oint Commission of 
the Methodist Protestant and Methodist Churches, at Pittsburgh, Pa., be adopted, 
and that we interpret that Basis of Union on the condition of receiving members 
into the Church to be substantially the same as is now in the New Edition of the 
Methodist Book of Discipline—the third item, relative to children, having been 
inadvertently omitted in the published Basis an Union. 


Resolved 2. That the matter of eae and eligibility to office be left to the 
Annual Conferen 


orovided, That no hule shall be gece which shall infringe the right of valve 


or eligibility to office. 

\ 3. That thi Committee of recommend to the General 
I nvention of the Methodist Protestant Church, and to the General Convention 
of the Methodist Church, now in session, the immediate Organic Union of the. 


Methodist Protestant and Methodist Churches—upon the Basis of Union set 
forth in this report. 


_ All of which is respectfully submitted. 


JOHN BURNS, Chairman. 
J. M. P. HICKERSON, Sceretary. suman: 


BARR, 


BALTIMORE, Mp., May 15th, 1877. 


W. H. WILLS, 
B. S. BIBB, 
A. WHEAT, 
P. F. REMSBURG, 
W. MEARNS, 
q H.F KOFFER, 
| T. J. FINCH, 
J. K. NICHOLS, 
A. HARPER, 
S.M. LOWDEN. 
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Dr. Zollickoffer, messenger from the Methodist Protestant 
Convention, was introduced to the Convention, and made the 


statement that they had — the report of the Committee 
of Conference. , 


The Committee on Programme of Formal Union presented 


their report which was adopted. (See Minutes of M. P. Con- 
vention.) 


J.S. Thrap, R. Rose, and F. H. Pierpont were named by 
the Convention the Committee on Church Property, as ordered 
™ by the adoption of the paper offered by J. 8. Thrapp. 


Visiting brethren were invited to join the Convention in the 


procession to Starr Church, the Place of assembling of the Joint 
Convention. 


T. B. Appleget was chose Marshal for the occasion. 
The Minutes were read and then adopted as a whole. 


The Convention then adjourned sine de. The Doxology was 
sung, and the Benediction pronounced by G. Williams. 


McELROY, Secretary. 


Assistants—W. H. JORDAN, 
8. EVANS. 
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A motion. was made to make the paper the order of the day, 
when this Convention shall have received notice that the Metho- 
dist Protestant Convention is ready for union; pending the 
consideration of which the Convention adjourned. 

Prayer by Rev. J. J. White. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The Convention met at 3 P. M. Religious exercises by Rev. 
RB. Rose. Roll called. The 1 minutes of previous session read 


approved. 


G. G. Westfall, V. J. and A. Clark were 
a Committee of Arrengoushte to meet a similar committee of the | 
Methodist Protestant Convention to make the arrangements 
necessary in view of the consummation of the Organic Union 
of the two churches by the joint assembling of the Conventions. | 
The following paper, (the lengthy preface to which is omitted 
in this publication) offered by J. S. Thrap, was adopted : 


Resolved, That in the consummation of the union of the Methodist and Metho- 
dist Protestant Churches, the bodies which are parties thereto take with them > 
all of the boards, institutions, and property belonging to the General Confer- 
ences represented in the two Conventions now assembled, or in the Joint | 
Convention. | 

Resolved, That this Convention appoint a committee of. three persons to in- 
quire into and make provision for any alteration that may be deemed neces- 
sary or important to secure conformity and uniformity in all of the titles 
of property and boards to the new conditions and relations thus assumed. 


J. THRAP, 
N. R. SWIFT, 
J.H. HOGAN. 


a following paper, offered Py J. Scott, was , Snes by a an 
anformal vote: 


Resolved, That it is the sense of this Convention, that the proviso in the article 
relative to suffrage and eligibility to office, which reads as follows: ‘That no 
law shall be passed which shall infringe the right of suffrage or eligibility to 
office,” means that no person who enjoys the right of suffrage and eligibility 
to office in the State shall be deprived of these rights in the Church if he be a 

member of thé-saime; but the Annual Conferences, respectively, may confer these | 


rights, if they shall see fit, upon members of the Church within their bounds 
who do not enjoy them in the State. 


S.M. LOWDEN, 
A. CLARK, 
E.A.WHEAT, | 
A. H. BASSETT. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


FIRST 


The Convention assembled at 10 o'clock A. M. on Friday, 
May 11th, in the Church, corner of Fayette and Aisquith streets, 
and was organized by eating Hon. B. 8. Bibb, of Alabama, to 


the chair, and appointing Revs. M. L. Barnett, of West Vir- _ 
-ginia, and R. H. Wills, of North Carolina, 


Revs. D. Wilson, M. D., of Maryland, and John Paris, 


D.D., of North Carolina, with J. B. Mitchell, of Georgia, and — 


W. Vandervort, of West Virginia, were appointed a Committee 
on Credentials, ‘who reported the following as members of the = 


Convention : 
PENNSYLVANIA CONFERENCE. 
Laymen. 
L. W. Hates, J. W. Herring, M. D. 

Nichols, C. W. Button, 
J.J. Murray,D.D. Hon. O. Hammond, 
8. B. Southerland, D. D: Thompson, 
David Wilson, M. D. G. Clark, 

W. Bates, Gaven Spence, 
HK. J. Drinkhouse, M. D. mete John Smith, 


Those marked thus * absent. 
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TENNESSEE. 
Ministers. | Laymen. 
B. F. M. D. Wm. Collins. 
West TENNESSEE. 
T. Leach.* — W. Irvin.* 


ARKANSAS AND ‘LovISrANA. 
J. M. P: Hickerson, D. D. L.D. G. M. Adamson, M. D. 


J. W. Harper.* ~Wallace.* 
: LEBXAS. 
Conoravo, (Texas.) 
McCarng, (Texas. ) 
Miller. * Ferguson.* * 
ILLINOIS AND Moras. 
J. KH. Darby. a N. Davis.* 
Bourn ILLINOIS. 
C. G. Nickens.* Hon. Samuel 
INDIANA: 
G. W. Boxell. Quick. 


The Convention proceeded to the election of permanent officers, 
which resulted in the choice of L. W. Bates for President, and 


M. L. Barnett and R. H. Wills for Secretaries. _ eo 
motion the Convention adjourned. 


Ss EC O ND DAY. 
SATURDAY, May 12th, 


The Convention met, pur suant to adjournment, the President 
in the chair. 

Religious services were conducted by G. Nestor. The read- 
ing of the minutes and call of the roll having been dispensed 
with, 8. B. Southerland read the following report of the Joint 
Commission on the union of the Methodist and mepnotiet Pro-. 


testant Chur ched: 
‘Those marked thus * absent. 
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VIRGINIA. 
Ministers.  Laymen. 


M. J. Langhorne.* R. 8. Lane,*. 
D.* M. T. Peebles.* 


West VIRGINIA. 
George Nestor, J. Morris, 
W. M. Betts, J. H. Curry, 
O. Lowther, — P. Donly, 
P. F. King, Vandervort, 
J.J. Mason, D. D 


G. W. Barrett; 
KE. J. Wilson, D. Bassel, 
B 


. Stout. Maxwell 


Nortu CAROLINA. 
W. H. Wills, D. D. Batchelor, M. D. 
John Paris, D. D. J. M. Hadley, M.D. 
oJ. G. Whitfield, J. F. Harris, 
T. H. Pegram, S. V..Pickens, 
J. H. Gilbreath, | J. Roberts, 
AW. D. _E. 


J 
J. L. Michaux, H. Whitaker, 
S 


R. Wills, Gray ,* 
G. E. Hunt. Norman. 


Canoua. 

©. M. -Yarbor ough, 
F. H. M. Henderson, D. a... Mitchell, M. D. 
K. Morris.* Bowie. * 

ALABAMA. 

A. G. Grove, M. D.* Hon. W G. Little.* 


MISSISSIPPI. 
Wesley B. Hanoe.* 


Mississippi. 
J. Hubbard.* 


. Those marked thus * absent. 
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THIRD. DAY. 


Monpay, May Mth, 1877. 


| The Convention met at 9 O ‘clock A. M., the President in the 
chair. Religious services were conducted by Rey. ‘Thomas 
Cormick. 


The roll being called, the minutes:‘were read and approved. 
Letters were received and read from Wm. Collins, of Tennessee, 
and Rev. J. A. Spence, of Alabama. 


sn A communication from the South Carolina Conference was 
__Feceived and referred to the Committee on Communications. 


te motion, the repgct of the Commissioners on the Union 
was taken from, the table and referréd to the Committee of Con- 
ference. 


The fellowing paper, offered J. was adopted : 


«Resolved, That the powers of this Convention are defined in the text of the 
legal call for its assembling, made by the requisite number of Annual Confer- 
ences, as follows: “To make such changes in the second, tenth, and fourteenth 
Articles of the Constitution of the Methodist Protestant Church, as may be 

deemed by said Convention necessary, together with such other alterations in 

all other Articles of the Constitution and Book of Discipline as they may judge 
proper; and for the further purpose of taking such action as said Convention 
may decide to be desirable, upon the Basis of Union agreed upon by the Joint 
Commission of the Methodist Protestant and Methodist Churches.” 


~ Adjourned with the Benediction by J. G. Whitfield. 


£2 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The Convention met, the President in the chair, and was 
opened with religious exer cise conducted by B. Stout. 


The following paper was introduced and read : 


The Convention in 1877. ‘Official 


Pursuant to the third resolve in the call of the Maryland Annual Conference 
for a Convention of the Methodist Protestant Church, to be held in the city of - 
Baltimore on the second Friday in May, A. D., 1877, we have received official 
notice that the twenty Conferences recognized by the Discipline have voted on 
Said call, with the following result, viz: A firmative—Maryland, West Virginia, 
Illinois and Des Moines, Pennsylvania, Indiana, West Tennessee, North 
Arkansas, Tennessee, Bolish Illinois, Arkansas and Louisiana, Georgia, McCaine, 
‘South Carolina, Virginia, Alabama and Texas—16. Negative—Colorado, North 
Carolina, North and 
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Mr. President and members of the Convention, as you very well know, our 


last General Conference, which met in Lynchburg, Va., in May, 1874, appointed 


the undersigned as a Commission to confer with a like Commission from 
the Methodist Church, and, if possible, agree upon a basis of organic union be- 
tween the Methodist Protestant and the Methodist Churches, and to report the 
result to a General Convention of the Methodist Protestant cdot at Abing- 


don, Va., in May, 1878. 


In October, 1875, the undersigned Goininieston did meet a Commission of the 
Methodist Church in Pittsburgh, Pa., and there and then form a joint commis- 
sion with the same, and agreed upon a basis of union acceptable to both Com- 
missions, with the exception of one single member of our own Commission. _ 

In March, 1876, the Maryland Annual Conference requested the other Annual 
Conferences of the Methodist Protestant Church to join in a call for a General 


Convention, to meet in Baltimore, Md., on the 11th of May, 1877, and a large © 


majority of said Annual Conferences having responed in the affirmative you 
are now, in obedience to that decision, assembled as the organized Convention 
of the Church, and assuming, in consequence, that there will be no Convention 
held in Abingdon, Va., in 1878, we venture to present for your consideration 


the accompanying paper, setting forth the basis of union agreed upon by the 


aforesaid Joint Commission.* 


s frater nall y, 
W. BATES, 
SOUTHERLAND, 
BY. DUGGAN, Sr. 
R. H. WILLS, 
W. M. BETTS, 

 . O. HAMMOND, 

M. T. PEEBLES, 


WM. VANDERVORT. 
Mo. May, 1877. 


*The Basis of Union having been published | in the Methodist Protesiant and 
Methodist Recorder is omitted here. 


On motion the report was laid on the table for the purpose of | 


considering the question of admitting alternate delegates from 
North Carolina. After considerable discussion, Rev. G. E. 
Hunt was seated, through the withdrawal of the contestant, 


-Rev. C. F. 


communication was received the Methodist Conven- 
tion requesting the appointment of a Committee of Conference 


on the Basis of Union proposed by the Joint Commission, which 
was concurred in, and J. K. Nichols, H. F. Zollickotfer: 


Bibb, W. H. Wills, J. M. P. Hickerson, G. Barr W. 


Mearns were named as the committee. ; 
Adjourned with Doxology and Benediction. 


- Note.—The business of general interest done in the two-sessions of this day is is 
comprised | in the above minutes.— Publisher. 
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motion, the Convention adjourned with the Doxology and 
Benediction by G. G. Westfall. 


FIFTH 
WEDNESDAY, May 16th, 1877. 


The Convention assembled at 9 o’clock, A. M., the President 
inthe chair. Religious exercises were conducted by O. Lowther. 


The minutes were read, and, as corrected, approved. 


The Convention resumed the consideration of the report of 


the Committee of Conference. The call for its consideration 


by items having been withdrawn, the Convention proceeded to - 
its adoption as a whole, on which the yeas and nays were called, 


with the following 


Yeas—J. M. P. Hickerson, F. H. M. Henderson, G. Ww. Boxell, L. W. Bates, 
J. K. Nichols, J. J. Murray, 8. B. Southerland, D. Wilson, T. D. Valliant, R. S. 


- Norris, J. T. Murray, D. W. Bates, W. 8. Hammond, B. F. Benson, George Nes- 


tor, W. M. Betts, O. Lowther, H. P. F. King, J. J. Mason, M. L. Barnett, G. W. 
Barrett, E. J. Wilson, B. Stout, B. F. Duggan, G. R. Barr, W. H. Wills, John 
Paris, A. W. Lineberry, R. H. Wills, J. L. Michaux, J. 8. York, J. E. Darby, G. 
M. Adamson, B.S. Bibb, W. D. Mitchell, W. A. Quick, J. W. Herring, C. W. 
Button, J. G. Clark, H. F. Zollickoffer, W. B. Usilton, E. B. Bates, R. S. 
Griffith, Gaven Spence, S. 8. Ewell, John Smith, J. Morris, J. H. Curry, P. 
Donly, W. Vandervort, W. Mearns, C. P. Hudson, W. E. Jones, J. E. Hunter, 
J. F. Harris, J. C. Roberts, L. W. Batchelor—57. ie 


-Nays—T. H. Pegram, J. G. W hittield, G. E. Hunt, F. H. Whitaker, J. M. 
Hadley, 8. V. Pickens—6. 


On the above call, Rev. J: Gilbreath, of N ail, Carolina, 


was excused from voting, and on the announcement of the result 
S. V. Pickens, of the same Cniterands, was permitted to change 


his vote. 
Absent—K. 7 Q. Hammond W. Thomp- 


‘son. 


Ay 
_On motion, it was resolved that when the Convention adjourn 
it shall be to meet in Starr-Church, at 3 P. M. to-day. 


~ On motion, J. T. Murray, H. F. Zollickoffer and §. eam 
ens were annointad a committee to confer with a simildr/com~ 
mittee of the Methodist Convention to make arrangements for 


. the meeting of the Convention of the United Church. 
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Al the Conferences voting negatively, have so far complied with the call as 


to elect full delegations. 


“Attest, DRINKHOUSE. 


On motion, Ed: Drinkhouse, W. Batchelor and Wed. 
‘Mitchell were appointed a Committee on Statistics. 


On motion the Convention adjourned. 


FOURTH DAY. 
Turspay, May 15th, 1877. 


~The Convention assembled at the usual hour, and was opened 
with religious exercises by D. Wilson. 


~The minutes were read, and, as corrected, approved. 


A communication from the Committee of the General Con- 


ference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in ae to an 
. Ecumenical Conference of Methodism,’’ was presentéd by E. 


J. Drinkhouse, and read, when in response thereto, on motion — 


_ of J. J. Murray, the fallowing resolution was adopted : 


Resolved, That the communication from the Committee of the General Con- 
ference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in relation to an Ecumenical Con- 


ference of Methodism, be referred to a special committee, to be hereafter ap- 


pointed by the President of this Convention. 


~ On motion, the Convention adjourned with the Doxology and 
Benediction. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The President took the chair, and called the Convention to 
order. Religious exercises were conducted by B. F. Duggan. 
J.K. Nichols, chairman of the committee of seven, appointed 


to confer with a like committee from the Methodist Co ciabiie 

presented a report, which was read, and on motion the Conven- 
tion proceeded to its consideration aia adoption by items ; pend- 
ing which Rev. G. G. Westfall, of the Methodist Convention, 


was introduced, and proceeded to address the Convention , bring= 


ing the intelligence that the body he represented had ehented 
the report of the Joint Committee of the two Conventions. 
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VIII.—One hour to be oecupied in voluntary om minute speeches by the 
members. 
TX. —Thirty minutes to be occupied i in informal greetings. 


G. G. WESTFALL, J. T. MURRAY, 
ALEXANDER CLARK, H. F, ZOLLICKOFFER, 
_V. J. POWELSON, S. V. PICKENS, 


Joint Committee of Arrangements. 
The report was adopted, and, on motion, J. T. Murray was 
appointed as Marshal to execute the oreotte programme. 


Near the hour of 4.30 P. M., the members of the Methodist 

Protestant Convention proceeded, in accordance with the ar-. 
rangement, to the corner of Lombard and Fremont streets, 
whive they were joined by the members of the Methodist Con- 


vention, and proceeded to the Starr Church in the order indi- 
cated. 
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H. F. Zollickoffer was appointed a messenger to convey. to 
the Methodist Convention the ‘intelligence that this Convention 
has adopted the report of the Committee of Conterence. 


On motion of L. W. Batchelor it was resolved that members 
of the Convention not present when the vote was taken on the 


adoption of the above report shall be alana to record their 
votes thereon. 


with the Doxolog oy and Benediction. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Pursuant to adjournment, the Convention met at Starr Cn vureh, 
corner of Poppleton and Lemmon streets. 


“Ope of Hickerson was called to the chair, and religious 
exercises were had by W. H. Wills. 


The minutes were read and approved. : ee 

E. J. Drinkhouse and J. W. Thompson recorded their votes — a 
in the affirmative upon the adoption of the report of the Com- 
mittee of Conference. 


J.T. Murray, chairman of the committee appointed to ar- 
range for the assembling of the two. Conventions as one body, | "SS 
reported as follows : 


‘The Committee of TEN appointed to prepare a programme of for- 4a 

- gmial exercises, to be observed in the oe of the two Conventions as one . 

body, suggest the following: | 

_ I.—That the brethren of the Methodist Piceeating proceed to the corner of 

Lombard and Fremont streets, where the brethren of the Methodist Protestant 
Convention will be in waiting. 

Il.—That at the point above named the Pr papers of the two Conventions, 

respectively, will join arm in arm, followed by the Secretaries in like manner ; 


these to be again followed by the members of the sah ooeas two by, two, 
each twain being of one from each body. 


IIJ.—In this order the procession will move along Lombard street to Popple- 
ton street, and down Poppleton street to Starr Church. 


IV.—On entering the church, the officers will first be seated, and then the 
members, as may be most convenient to themselves. 


V —On being called to order by the President of the Methodist Protestant 


Convention, the Presidents of the respective Conventions shall officially an- 
nounce the action of the Conventions upon fhe Basis of Union. 
VI.—Addresses by the Presidents. 


VII.—-Doxology. 
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FIVE COURSES OF STUDY. 
CLASSICAL, SCIENTIFIC, PALLOSOPAICAL, MUSICAL & ENGLISH 


. Students can Enter any Class or Course for which 
they are Prepared. 


Sexes Admitted to 


all the Departments. 


.VERY MODERATE. | 


| 2 From $100 to $250 will cover all necessary expenses for an 
A academic year of forty weeks, exclusive of clothing and travel- 
ing expenses. Students desirin to do so can board themselves. 
. Board in the College Hall, - - - $2.75 per Week 
| For further information, apply to | 
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WEATHERBY 
LIBERTY 


BALTIMORE, MD. 
MANUFACTURERS AND DEALERS IN 


OF THE— 


MOST APPROVED PATTERNS. 


CONTRACTORS FOR 


Heating Buildings and Private Residences 


IN ANY PART OF THE COUNTRY. 


A large variety of Furnaces of various sizes, Brick and Portable 
_ Forms adapted to all classes of buildings. 


‘pa EsTIMATES FURNISHED ON APPLICATION. 


Agents for Chilson’s Cone Furnaces, Chilson’s Cooking Ranges, 
Boynton’ s Cast Iron Furnaces, Boynton’s Wrought Iron Furnaces 
Barat? s Salamander Furnaces, Boynton’ s “Our Favorite” Range, | 

ae nton’s Hotel Range, Boynton’ s Fire- Place re Blodgett’s 
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cognize our action as the accomplishment of a great, noble and glorious purpose. 
We have done what it is exceedingly difficult for men, or any form of organiza- 
tion todo. But it was not difficult for us, because in our separation there was 
less crimination and bitterness of feeling than’ ever attended a like severance of 
relations. Still retaining the old respect, and confidence, and love toward each | 
other, we found it easy to blend. It was also easy for us, because we represent 
the sentiment of the people who compose our Churches. They speak to- day. 

We are the echo of the voice of the united Church we represent. Our separa- 
tion has proven this fact—divided we were too strong to fall,and now united we 
must do more than stand. The basis of union is not mately acceptable to 
any of us. No measure of compromise ever was. We had to reach the point 
by mutual concessions. So long as we maintain that disposition and follow 
that policy we have nothing to fear; nothing can break our harmony. We 
- should now be a stronger, and holier, and more successful Church. As it was 
our mission to take the initiative in establishing the doctrine of lay representa- 
tion among Methodists, so to-day in reuniting our several nhembers, we take the 
initiative in the glorious work of unification among such Churches of the land. 
They have followed -us in that, may they also imitate us in this: I now pro- . 
nounce this the General Convention of the Methodist Protestant Church. I call 

upon you to arise and sing, “ Praise God from whom all blessings flow.” — 


The scene that ensued beg gars description. As the great. 
assembly arose, and the triadiphaat measures of the old Saxol- 
ogy rolled through the sanctuary, every eye was dim with 
tears, and.every form trembled with unutterable emotion. 
‘‘The place where they werewas shaken, and they were all 
filled with the Holy Ghost.’’ Business was suspended, and 
speeches, brief, earnest, joyful, impressively eloquent, filled up 
more than an hour. Alexander Clark, of Pittsburgh; Dr. 
Southerland, of Maryland; Dr. Batchelor, of North Carolina ; 
Walker, of Michigan; the venerable father Williams, of Mis- 
sourl ; . Diigeua: of Tennessee ; Colhouer, of Pittsburgh ; Hicker- 
son, of Louisiana; Hon. C. W. Button; of Virginia ; Flood, of 
Indiana; John Smith, of Maryland ; ex-Governor Pierpoint, of 
West Virginia, and others, spoke, while fervent responses and 
joyful exclamations broke out on every side. ‘The climax was 
reached when Wm. H. Wills, D. D., of North Carolina, said 
“that he had been opposed to the union ; but now the union 1s 
consummated he pledged himself before God and his brethren to 
do nothing that shall mar the peace and prosperity, of the 
union.’ He turned to the Convention and said: ‘‘ Kntreat me 
not to leave thee, nor return from following after thee, for 
whither thou voest, I will go, and where thou lodgest, I will 
lodge ; thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God ; , 
where thou diest will I die, and there shall I be buried.’’ 
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FIRST Day. 


In accordance with the Plan of Usiton ager Heed to by the Con- 
ventions of the Methodist Protestant and Methodist Churches, 


at Baltimore, Md., May 15 and 16, 1877, the representatives of 


the two churches assembled in Joint Convention at Starr Metho- 
dist Protestant Church, Baltimore , Md., May 16, 1877, at 4.45 


P. M., for the purpose of consum matiig’ the Union of the churches 


r 


The Joint Gon was called to Rev. L. W. 
Bates, D. D., President of the Methodist Protestant Convention. 


oe ck, Smith, D. D., President of the Methodist Conven- 
tion, then addressed the assembly. He said : 


Brethren, I rejoice to see this day. For years I have longed for it, and yet 
often felt it was but hoping against lope. I recognize in it the result of the 
many earnest prayers that have gone up from every quarter of the land. Many 
thousands of hearts shall rejoice when the tidings come of this great Consum- 


mation. The scene reminds me of that which transpired in the upper chamber 
at Jerusalem when all the disciples were with one accord, in one place, and the - 


Holy Ghost fell on them all. It is the work of the Gospel to unify, to break 
down barriers of separation, and bind the good in brotherhood. From this 


_ time onward our influence shall be wider and deeper. The time is not far dis- 


tant when all the denominations shall see more nearly eye to eye, and become 
one army to face successfully every form of opposition and miarch on to the con- 
quest of the world for Christ. Let us determine that our resolution to work for 
Christ and humanity shall now be intensified. We may have diversities of. 
opinion, and yet, as in the natural world, with diversity there may still be unity | 


—unity of heart and unity of work. This day’ s work will swell the great wave: 


of unification that rolls on to conquer the world. 


Dr. L. W. Bates then addressed the Bon vention. He ies 


Twenty- -three years have passed since the Churches here represented have 
been represented in the same body. The universal Church and world will re- 
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Friday, at 11 o’clock, A. M., was fixed ‘as the time for re- 

ceiving and hearing fats fraternal messengers from other eccle- 

siastical bodies. ‘ 
A Committee on the Ectimenical Conference of Methodism 

was ordered. re 


Convention adjourned with the singing of the Doxology; and 
the Benediction pronounced by Rey¢ Hi D. Valiant. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


: Convention met at 3 P. M. Devotional exercises conducted 
by Rev. T. B. Appleget. 


Roll called. Minutes of previous session read and approved. 


Resolutions were offered and severally adopted ordering the 


purchase and engrossment of a journal, and the appointment of 
certain com tnittees. 


The following resoltition was adopted : 


Resolved, That a committee of two be appointed, one from each former branch 
of the denomination, to consider and report what should be the ratio of repre- 
sentation hereafter to the General Conference. 


It was agreed that W. H. Wills be permitted to sabhit to 
the Committee cn Boundaries any matters he may desire in re- 


- lation to the North Carolina Annual Conference. 

A paper relating to Colleges and other general interests of 
the Church was presented by J. 8. Thrsp, and referred to the 
Committee on Colleges. | 


The President announced the following committees : 


_ Committee on Revision—J ohn Burns, 8. B. Southerland, 1 @ 
Stackhouse, EK. J. Drinkhouse, IF. H. Pierpoint G. W. Kent, 
B. S. Bibb ead W. Vandervort. 


Committee on Boundaries—G.., R. Barr, Ww. H; Wille, 8. 


Flood, G. W. Boxell, 4H. Pisrpatat, J. and 8. V. 
Pickens, 


Committee on Scott, Ht. Bassett and 
Hariic. 
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At this moment, Dr. Scott, of Pittsburgh, the extremist of 


the other side, crossed the chancel, and suddenly the two men 
were folded in each other’s arms. The example was conta- 
gious; Whitfield, of North Carolina, shook hands with Smith, 
of New York, across the altar rail; on all sides hands were 
grasped, and men were in each other’s embrace. And the 
-gound of song was not hushed, nor the holy communion of 
brethren broken up till the shadows of evening fell upon the 
earth. So closed this most memorable day in the history of the 
Methodist Protestant Church. 


The following persons were appointed a Committee on Rules 
of Order and Permanent Organization: H. F. Zollickoffer, G. 


G. Westfall, J. T. Murray, A. Clark, V. J. Powelson and S. 
Pickens. 


Convention then adjourned with the singing of the Doxology. 
and the Benediction pronounced by Rev. J. J. Smith. 


SECOND DAY, 


“Taurspay, May \7th, 1877. 


Convention met at9 A. M. Rev. J. = Smith in the chair. 
Devotional exercises were conducted by Rev. John Paris. 
Roll called. Minutes of the previous day read and approved. 


The Committee on Rules of Order and Permanent Organiza- 
tion presented a report, which was adopted. 
~The Convention proceeded to elect by ballot the several officers 


ordered by the adoption of the report. The ballots being. cast, 
the following were declared duly elected : 


President—L. W. Bates, D. D. 
Vice-President—J. J. D. D. 
Secretaries—G. B. McElroy, R. H. Wills. 


The Committee on Rules of Order submitted their report, 
which was adopted. 


The following -houys of meeting and adjournment were agreed 


to. Meeting, 9 A. M. and 3 P. M.; adjournment, 12 M. and 
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Committee on Greetings to his Excellency the President of the 
United States—A. Clark, Wm. Gray, J. M. P. Hickerson, B. 
Bibb and W.S. Hammond. 


Convention adjourned. The Doxology was sung, and the 
Benediction was pronounced by Rev. J. Scott. 


THIRD DAY. 


Fripay, ‘May 18th, 1877. 


Convention met at 9 A. M. Devotional exercises conducted : 
by Rev. W. H. Wills. Roll called. Minutes of the persue 
session read and approved. : 


‘Stultz was added to the on Bouudaries. 


A telegraphic communication from the Faculty of Western 
Maryland College, greeting the Convention on the happy con: 


summation of the reunion of the branches of the Methodist 


Protestant Church, was read and ordered to be placed on file.. 


~The communication from the President of the Illinois and 
Des Moines Mission Conference was returned by the Committee: 
on Boundaries and re-referred to the Committee on Missions. 


The Committee on Revision presented. a partial report em- 
bracing the Preamble, Elementary Principles, Title, Terms of 


Membership, and Division into Districts, Ole and Stations,, 


which was adopted. 


The Committee on the Ecumenical Conference of Methodism 
presented the foHowing report : 


The Committee to whom was ‘referred the communication from the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence appointed by the General Conference of the Methodist. 
Episcopal Church iz relation to an Ecumenical Methodist Conference, beg leave 
to report that they have had the same under consideration, and respectfully 


recommend that this Convention co-operate with the Methodist Episcopal 


Church in the matter aforesaid, by the appointment, 


Ist. Of a Committee of Correspondence, consisting of two ministers and two 
laymen. 


2d. Of four ministers and four laymen, and an equal number of alternates to. 
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Committee on College 
Donly. 


Committee on Missions—R. Rose, B. F. Benson and T. J. 
Finch. 


Committee on Ritual—J. Murray, U. S. Evans and J. W. 
Scott. 


Committee on ih = Book—A. Clark, D. W. Bates and P.. 


Remsburg. 


Committee on Means of Gr ace—J. Hamilton, D. Valiant 
and O. Hammond. 


Commuttee on Sunday Schools—R. S.N orris, 8, Brown and 
L. W. Batchelor. 


Committee on Ministerial Education—D. Wilson, A. Harper 
and W. R. Parsons. 


_A communication from A. H. Widney, in relation to mis- 


sionary work in Mississippi ; also, one from Daniel Bagley, in 


relation to his work in Oregon, were read and referred to the 
Committee on Missions. 


A communication from John Sexsmith, President of. the 
Illinois and Des Moines Mission Conference, was read and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


A paper in relation to a college building at Hendersonville, : 


N. C., was submitted by 8. V. Pickens. After being read, the 
paper was referred to the Committee on Colleges. 


The following paper was presented and adopted : 


WHEREAS, Fraternal letters have been addressed to a Renae of this Con-. 


vention by His Excellency the President of the United States, indicating his — 


desire to receive a delegation from this body at the Pr esidentiat Mansion, and 


.WueErsas, Such expression of courtesy.and confidence would be entirely ap- 


propriate, and significant of unity, peace and patriotism; therefore, 
Resolved, That a deputation of five members be elected by this Convention to 


bear the greetings of the re-united Methodist Protestant Church to the’ ‘Presi- 


dent of the United States. 


The President announced the following committees : 


Committee on Ecumenical Conference of Methodism—J. J. | 
Murray, B. Duggan, J. W. Herring, John Neott, 
Thrap, J. F. Kellogg, I’. Douglass and O. Lowther. 


N. R. Swift and P. 
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form, and that_the proceedings of the preliminary Conventions 
be included. 


‘The following resolution was adopted : 


Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to make an assessment 


upon the Annual Conferences to meet the expense of publishing the i 


of the General Convention. 


DUGGAN, SR. 
J.T. MURRAY, 


The Committee on Periodicals presented their report as ok. 


Your Committee on Periodicals, etc., after duly considering the subject re- 
ferred to them, beg leave to submit the follow ing: 


Resolved 1. That it would be injudicious i in this Convention, at the present time, 


to interfere with the existing as for wae — of ¢ our church 


papers. 

| Resolved 2. That this Convention recognize the Methodist Recorder and the 
Morning Guide, published by the Board of Publication in Pittsburgh, Pa., and 
the Methodist Protestant, published by Conventional Authority in Baltimore, 


_ Md., as the official organs of the Methodist Protestant Church. 


Resolved 3. That no law on the subject of our church publications be inserted 
in the Discipline at the present session of this body. _ 


Resolved 4. That the present Board of Publication at Pittsbur gh, and the present 


‘editor of the Methodist Recorder and the Morning Guide, the Rey. Alex. Clark, 


D. D., and the present publishing agent, the Rev. James Robison, and the 


‘preaet editor and publisher of the Methodist Protestant, K. J. Drinkhouse, be 
continued i in office until the meeting of the next General Conference. 


JNO. SCOTT, 
BASSETT, 
T. F. HARRIS. 
The was adopted. 
A telegram from the college and uth at Adrian, Mich., — 
greeting the Convention on the re-union of the churches, was — 
read and ordered to be placed on file. 


The Committee on Boundaries submitted a report in part, 
which was adopted. 


Convention adjourned. Doxology was sung, and the Bene- - 
diction pronounced by Rev. ee Flood, 
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represent the Methodist Protestant Church in the contemplated Ecumenical 
Conference.* 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 


MURRAY, Chairman. 
3B. F. DUGGAN, Sr. 
| 
| OLIVER LOWTHER, 
T. DOUGLASS, 
J. W. HERRING, 
J. F. KELLOGG, 
JNO. SCOTT. 


The report was ; adopted. 


order of the day having arrived, the of of 
Rev. Alexander E. Gibson, D. D., as Pires messenger from 


the Methodist Episcopal Church, was read, after which Dr. 
Gibson addressed the Convention. ‘The President of the Con- 


vention responded to the address: in benalt of the Methodist | 


Protestant Church. 


Convention adjourned. Doxology was sung, er the Bene- | 


diction pronounced by Dr. Gibson. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Convention met at 3 P. M. Devotional exercises conducted’ 


by Rev. G. Williams. Minutes of the previous session read 
and approved. 


The: Committee on ‘Ministerial Education submitted a report, 
which was adopted, recommending the adoption, by the Con- 
vention, of the Constitution of the Board of Ministerial Educa- 


tion, as found on page 78 of the ‘‘ Methodist Discipline,’ and 


the appointment of the following persons as said Board, viz: 
John Scott, W. RB. Gillespie, W. Collier, J. J. Murray, 3 i. 


Claney, J. Mundree, and J. B. Walker, who is also Correspond- 
ing Secretary of the Board. 


On motion of W. Collier, it was ordered that the journal of 


the proceedings of the Convention be published in pamphlet 


*If the ratio of representation agreed upon should entitle this Church to more 


than eight representatives, the alternates appointed by this Convention shall act 
as representatives, taking precedence in the order in which they are named. 
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FOU RTH DAY. 


‘May: 19th, 1877. 


Convention met at 9 A..M. Devotional exercises conducted 
by Rev. Henderson. Roll called. Minutes of pre- 


vious session read and appt oved., 


J.T. Murray, on behalf of Wm. Dulany, 
to the Convention a number of . Disciplines of the Methodist 


Protestant Church for the use of, Committees. The gut was 


thankfully received. aes 


A paper offered by ne Kost, in’ relation to a Theological 


Seminary , was referred to the Committee on Ministerial he 


The Committee on Colleges presented a report, which was 


amended and adopted, as follows : 


Your Committee on Colleges ask leave to ‘Yeport: That! ‘after frequent calls 


for reports, and other information from the representatives of the various Confer- 
ences, we have failed to receive any information with the exception of a com- 


munication from’ Bro. 8. V. Pickens, of North Carolina, and Dr. Herring, | of 
Western Maryland College, and irom Adrian College, at Adrian, Mich. ” these 
we report as follows: 


First—The communication of Bro. 8. V. Pickens, of North Carolina; gives in- 


_ formation of a building in process of construction beautifully adapted to 
educational purposes. It is further stated that “the building, though yet un- 
| finished has cost ten thousand dollars, and can be bought for three thousand, etc.” 


On this your committee report, that in their. judgment this Convention is in no 
condition to take hold of the above opening, as yet undeveloped; but very 
respectfully call the attention of the North Carolina Conference thereto, and 
suggest that they take such steps as in their judgment may be best for the 
interests of our Church within their territory. 


- Second—Your Committee has only had access to the Catalogue of Western 
Maryland College for the collegiate j vear 1373-4, in which the number of students 
in the several departments was 131. This institution is located in the healthful 


and flourishing city of Westminster, Carroll county, Maryland, on the line of 


the Western Maryland Railroad, about midway between the cities of Baltimore 
and Hagerstown. The building stands on a commanding eminence at the. 
‘West End,” overlooking the whole city and many miles of the surrounding | 
country, affording one of the most beautiful and picturesque views in the State. 
The edifice is a spacious one, five stories high, and affords ample accommodations 
for chapel, recitation rooms, halls for the societies, professors’ apartments and © 
dormitories. The grounds belonging to the college contain eight acres, allow- 
ing sufficient range for the exercise of students during the time not allotted to’ 
study. We have no statement of its financial condition, but learn with joy that 
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Resolved, That in the opinion of this Convention one college will better 
serve the purposes of education than a greater number; as, by a concentration 
of means and effort, greater facilities can be secured; yet, in order to the 
highest usefulness of said college, primary and academic education must be 

provided by local institutions in the various sections of our church. 


Tie HENDERSON, 
HICKERSON. 


Convention adjourned. Doxology sung, and: Benediction 
“pronounced by Rev. Aoi. Bassett. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The Convention met at 3’'P. M. ‘Devotional exercises con- 


ducted by Rev. James Robison. Minutes of the prevyous session 
read and approved. 


The Convention reannied the of the report of 
the Committee on Revision of the Discipline, which occupied 
all the time of this session, in consequence of the numerous 
amendments proposed and the discussions which ensued. 


[The publisher takes occasion here to say that these reports do not appear in 
this publication because they would make it too voluminous, and because the 
work of this committee, of necessity, must appear in the revised edition of the 


“‘ Constitution and Book of sascha me also of the work of the Committee 


on Boundaries.] : 


Convention adjourned at 5.30. Doxolog oy was sung, , and the 
Benediction pronounced by Rey. J. Kost. 


PIPTH DAY. 


/ 


Monpay, May 21st, 187 rT. 


Convention met at 9 A. M. Religious services conducted by 


Rev. Mark Staples. Minutes of previous session read and ap- 
proved. 


A telegram from Jno. M. Brown and L. D. Stultz, of New 


Jersey, greeting the Convention on the re-union of the churches, 
was read and ordered on file. 


The order of business was temporarily suspended, to allow 
the presentation of miscellaneous matters. 
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its morale is excellent, and its curriculum is very commendable. Supported by 
an able corps of professors and teachers, and controlled by an able and faithful 
Board of Trustees, composed of thirty-three tried men, chosen mainly from the 


Maryland Conference. This college property is owned by the Board of Trus- . 


tees, incorporated in March, 1868, but under the especial patronage of the 
Maryland Annual Conference of the Methodist Protestant Church, and has 
received the recognition of the General Conference. While, therefore, this 
college is not the property of the Church, but run in the interest thereof, we 
take great pleasure in commending it to the favorable consideration and liberal 
‘patronage and support of our people. 


-Third—Adrian College is located in the city of Adrian, Lenawee county, 


Michigan, and was the property of the General Conference of the Methodist 


Church, which church, in coming into union with the Methodist Protestant 
Church and adopting her name, brings Adrian College with her, and asks this 
Convention to adopt it as the College of the Methodist Protestant Church. 
Adrian College is held and controlled by a Board of Trustees, consisting of 
thirty men, at least two-thirds of whom must be members of the Methodist— 
now Methodist Protestant Church. These Trustees are to be appointed by 
the General Conference of the Methodist—now Methodist Protestant Church— 
fifteen of whose terms will expire in May, 1879, and fifteen in May, 1883—said 
General Conference to elect fifteen of its Trustees at each of its quadrennial 


sessions to serve eight years each. The College has four buildings, as follows: — 


Ladies’ Hall, 102 feet front East, 98°feet front South, by 40 feet deep, and four, 
stories high. Chapel, 5080, two-steries high. Cabinet, 5080, two-stories 


high. Young Men’s Hall, 102 feet front East, 98 feet front North, 40 feet wide, 


three stories high—all with good outfit of furniture, fixtures, musical instru- 
ments, philosophical, physiological, and other necessary apparatus for the 


accommodation of the department of the natural and other sciences. The col- 


lege is run by an able faculty. of eight Professors, assisted by very competent 
tutors, and her course of study 1 is equal to that of the best colleges in the land. 
The number of students this year in all departments is one hundred and sixty-. 
eight, with a graduating class of twenty-five. The campus of the college con- 
sists of a plat of twenty acres of ground beautifully located and handsomely 
adorned; has an endowment, clear of all liabilities, amounting to $102,934, and 
the grounds, buildings, etc., are worth $150,000, making } in all, over her liabili- 
ties, the neat sum of $952, 934. In conclusion, we recommend that this Con- 
_ vention instruct the Board of Trustees of Adrian College, at their meeting on 
the 19th of June next, to take the necessary steps: First, To have the Articles 
of Association so amended as to read Methodist Protestant, where it now 
reads Methodist. Second, To continue the number of thirty Trustees, and pro- 
vide that five of the number shall be elected by the Alumni Assotiation. of the 
College; and Third, That this Convention ur ge all of our pastors and people to 
a careful and prompt consideration of the claims of me college as the institution 


of the whole Methodist Protestant Church. } 
| | P. DONLY, 


N. R. SWIFT 
The following resolution was adopted : 
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AFTERNOON SESSION. 


. 


The Convention met at3 P.M. Devotional exercises were 
conducted by Rev. J. B. Walker. The minutes of the previous 
session wereiread and approved. 

N. R. Swift and W. J. C. Dulany were appointed members 


of the Committee on Pastoral Address, in place of T. B. Ap 
pleget and J. C. Roberts. 


J. J. Murray offered a paper in relation to a a4 book, 
which was referred to the Committee on Hymn Book. 
The consideration of the report of Committee on Revision was 


- resumed, with which the Convention was occupied to the hour: | 


of adjournment. The Doxology was sung, and the Benediction 


was pronounced by Rev. J. J. Murray. 


‘SIXTH DAY. 


Turspay, 294, 1877. 
The Convention saat at 9 A. M. Devotional exercises con- 


ducted by Rev. P. T. Laishley. Minutes of session 


read and approved. see 

On motion of W. BR. Parsons, the siete by ballot of dele: 
gates to the Ecumenical Conference of Methodism was made 
the order of the “ay for this afternoon, immediately after the 
preliminary work. 

The Committee on Hymn Book submitted their report, as 


follows : Vea 


WHEREas, The Methodist Protestant Church, as now organized, is supplied 


with two Hymn Books, the one heretofore used by the churches in the South, and 


the other in the North and West; therefore, 


Resolved, That the Voice of. Praise, published by James Robison, Pittsburgh, 
Pa., and the Hymn Book of the Methodist Protestant Church, published by W. 
J. C. Dulany, Baltimore, Md., be recognized as the Hymn Books of the Metho- 
dist Protestant Church, and vised as heretofore, unti! such time as a new Hymn 
Book shall be authorized, compiled and published for the use of the church. 


Resolved, That the Hymn Book Committee, when appointed, be authorized to 


correspond with similar committees in other branches of the Methodist family, — 


to secure, if possible, a greater uniformity in the service of praise, and report to — 


the next General. Conference. | 
| ALEXANDER CLARK, 


W. BATES, 
P. F. REMSBURG. 
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The fo lowing papers were piwentel to ) Ane Convention and 
adopted : 


Resolved, That the Catechianis of t the Methodist Protestant Church be, and 


the same are hereby adopted for the use of the families and sabbath-schools of 


our church. 


WM. REMSBURG. 
Resolved, That a committee of five persons be appointed to prepare a historical 
‘preface for the new “ and Book of Discipline.” 
J. STRONG, | 

REMSBURG. ; 


WHEREAS, The Methodist and Methodist Protestant Churches are now. 
‘united; and | 


WueEnzas, It is devoutly desired that frater nal regard and Christian charity 
should obtain among all our people; therefore, 
Resolved, That a committee of seven persons, representing different sections es a 4 
our work, be appointed to prepare an address to the whole church, with the q : 
view of allaying all disquietude, should any exist, and of setting our members ; 
harmoniously to work under our-new relations throughout all our borders. 
Resolved, That the editors of all our church papers are requested to publish 
said address, when prepared, as soon as practicable; and that all our pastorsbe — _ 
requested to read the address to all the congregations under their charge. | im 
J.C. ROBERTS, 
J. F. HARRIS. 


- paper, asking the Committee on Revision to take into con- 


sideration the propriety of making certain changes in the 


wording of one of the articles of the Creed, was referred to that: 
committee. 


On motion of C. S. Evans, a committ e of three on Church 
was ordered. 


The chair announced the following committees : 


Church Extension—C. S. Evans, H. Henderson, E. 
Williams. 


Blank for F. Duggan, G. Westfall, 
Mitchell. 4 


‘Bassett, E. B. Bates, H. F. Zollickoffer. 


Pastoral Address—J. Kost, J. J. White, H. 
B. Appleget, J. K. Nichols, 4 C. Roberts, J. W. Herring. 


Convention adjourned. Doxology was sung, and the Bene- 
diction was pronounced by Rev. J. J. Smith. 
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ARTICLE IX. 


The By-Laws of any school shall be made or amended by the taastiets 
Meeting of the Board of Managers—provided, That no By-laws shall be made in 
conflict with this Constitution. | 

ARTICLE X. 


It shall be the rae of the pastor in charge to report to each Annual Con- 
ference the number of Sabbath Schools, teachers and scholars, together with the 
number of Sabbath Schcol papers and periodicals taken, and volumes in librar y) 


in his charge. 
ae J. M. P. HICKERSON, Chairman. 


KE. 5S. BROWN, 
L. W. BATCHELOR. 


The consideration of the report of the Committee on Revision 
was resumed, and continued to the hour of adjournment, 


The Doxology was sung, and the Benedichion pronouticed by 


Rev. 


“AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Convention. met at 3 P. M. Devotional exercises sinidciebed 
by Rev. G. W. Barrett. \ Minutes of the previgus session read 


and approved. 


Secretary was authorized so to amend the report of the Com- 


mittee on Boundaries so that the North Carolina District shall 


embrace Greenville Circuit, lying in the State of Virginia. 
A committee of five, to nominate delegates to the Ecumenical 
Conference of Methodism, was ordered. 
The chair appointed z H. Hamilton, G. G. Westfall, F. H. 
Pierpoint, J. K. Nichols, and H. 2 Zollickofter as andl com- 


mittee. 
The following paper, offered T. B. was adopted : 


4 The hearty Christian welcome received by this Convention from the 
churches and citizens of the city of Baltimore, and the generous hospitality so_ 
cordially extended during our protracted session call for an expression of 
gratitude, which is hereby tendered. | | 

2. Our thanks are especially due to the or ai Beietine and to the 


- pastors of the Methodist Protestant Churches of Baltimore, who have so ably 
discharged the onerous duties imposed upon them by their kind invitation and 


their desire to. promote our comfort. ~ 
3. We gratefully appreciate the courtesies extended by the railroad companies 


who have granted reduced fares to our members, and the attention paid to the 


transactions of the Convention by the daily press of the city, as shown in their 
generally correct and i impar tial reports of our progepainge. , | 
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Lhe Committee on Sunday Schools presented their report, as 
follows : 


Your Committee on Sabbath Schools would most respectfully submit tnd fol- 
lowing as their report, and recommend its adoption as the law of the | BLECHOUISS 
Protestant Church on Sabbath Schools : 

First—It shall be the duty of the pastor in charge to organize, as far as prac- a 
ticable, a Sabbath School at each Society in his charge. _— 

.,Second—A. willful neglect of this duty may be-a bar to the passage of the 
delinquent pastor’s official character at the ensuing Annual Conference, and a 
sufficient cause for leaving such pastor without an appointment. 


CONSTITUTION FOR SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


| 

This organization shall be known as the Sabbath coped of ——_—— Society, _ 

Methodist Protestant Church. | 
ARTICLE II. : 


Section 1. The aflicers of each Sabbath. School shal consist of a Superin- 
tendent, Secretary, Treasurer and Librarian; each of whom shall be elected 
annually by the society, officers, teachers and scholars of the school. - 

Sec. 2. The officers so elected, together with the teachers and — shall 
constitute a Board of Managers in each school. 

Sec. 8. The pastor in charge, and in his absence the Sabbath School —, = 
tendent, shall ll preside at all meetings of the Board. /! 

ARTICLE III. 


There shall be one or more sessions of the School on each Sabbath, to con- 
tinue not more than one hour and thirty minutes at t any one time. 


ARTICLE IV. 

There shall be an Anniversary Meeting held on the first Sabbath in June, at © 
which time full statistical reports from the officers of the school shall be made, a 
and addresses delivered by the pastor, Superintendent, or such other persons a8 \ | 
they may select for that purpose. 

“ARTICLE v. | 

A Quarterly Meeting of the Board of Wiss save shall ba held on the Saturday 
. preceding each Quarterly Conference of the charge; at which time the Board 

of Managers shall elect Sabbath School Teachers, and take into consideration 
such other business as may in their judgment be for the best interests of the. 


school. It shall be the duty of tl: oerintendent to report the proceedings of 
this Board to the ensuing Quarterly Cec afe 


ARTICLE VI. 


‘Teachers’ meetings for mutual consultation and counsel shall be held one 
nour before the opening of each school. 


ARTICLE VII. 


Good order shall be observed, and the By-Laws strictly obeyed urs all persons 4 
in attendance at each session of the school. 


ARTICLE VIII. 
All business and financial interests of the school shall be iia the control of 


the Board of Managers; and all methods for raising and disbursing revenue 
shall be subject to their direction. 
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The fillowihe paper, presented by 8S. H. Flood, was adopted : 


Resolved, That this Convention order an Editing Committee of four persons, 
two of whom shall reside in or near to Pittsburgh, and two in or near to Balti- 
more, whose duty it shall be—/rst, To supervise the mechanical arrangement, 


proof-reading and indexing of the Book of Discipline. Second, To advise on 


points of commercial interest connected with the manufacture and sale of the 
Book of Discipline, and such other matters as may from time to time pertain to 
the publication of pamphlets, books and periodicals issned in the interest of the 
Methodist Protestant Church, securing to the two publishing houses such 


equality of patronage as may seem fair and just to all parties concerned. 


Resolved, That this committee shall consist of A. Clark, J. Scott, E. J. Drink- 


house and W. C. Dulany. 
Signed §. H. FLOOD, 


T. H. PEGRAM. 


The Comimittes ¢ on ‘Pastoral Address presented the following 
report, which was adopted : 


To the Members of the Methodist Protestant Church, GREETING : 


“Grace be unto you, and peace from God our Father, and from the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of Mercies, and the God of all comfort; who comforteth us in all our tribula- 
tions, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the 
comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.” 


Dearly beloved Brethren: now that in the providence of God, by the pro- 
ceedings of this Convention, constitutionally called by the Annual Conferences 
of both divisions, and consummated on the basis of union agreed upon by the 


Joint Commissioners. and which also had been approved by a majority. of the 
_ Annual Conferences, respectively, so great as to be almost unanimous ; there- 


fore, this Convention has ordered that this letter of fraternal greeting and con- 
gratulation be sent to all the churches, and to be read by the pastors to each. 


It isa matter of great rejoicing to us all that this union has been formed on 


principles so equitable to all our people, and effected in a spirit so kindly as to 


preclude all doubt that the great Head of the Church has constantly bestowed 
his divine benedictions, and has thus also enabled us to reaffirm our attachment 
to our cardinal principles, mutualrights, and the purity of the ministry. 

Coming together as did the representatives of this Convention with a 
petition of general accord lying at the Throne of Grace, praying God in the 
language of his. dear Son, our Lord and Saviour, that we may be one even as 
-He and the Father are one, we had assuring ground of “ope, but now we have > 
the joy of fellowship with each other in our common Lord and the bonds of 


peace and love! . 


This body is fain to believe that should there be individuals who feel that 
they are called upon to make sacrifices they will remember the great gacrifice 


Made for us all, and that the good and benevolent are ever called upon to make 


sacrifices. You, our brethren, therefore, should there be any not altogether 
suited, have thus the opportunity of taking high rank when you all now join to 
work together in mutual confidence and love to cement this union and accom- 
plish the great mission given us as a church. 
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“A, “We desire also to express our appreciation of the ability and courtesy With 
which our President and Vice-President have directed our deninerations, and 
the efficiency, correctness and patience of our Secretaries, 

T. B. APPLEGET, 
J.M.P. HICKERSON. 


The Committee on Biante for Statistics submitted a report, . 
which was adopted, as follows ; 


Report of committee to prepare a form for Statistical report, recommend the 
+ accompanying form, and that each Annual Conference require the pastor of each ‘, 
station, circuit, and mission within its bounds to make an annual eye to the 
Conference, adopting this form as far as practicable. 
| B. F. DUGGAN, Sp, | 
G.G. WESTFALL, 
W.D. MITCHELL. | 


| 


‘SHDUVHY 


| Number of Members. | | 


| Number of Probationers, 


# 


| Number of Ministers. 


| Number of Preachers. 


| Number of Accessions. | a 
| Number of Withdrawals. 
| Number of Deaths. 
| Number of Churches. | 
| Number of Paifsonages. | 
| Number of Sabbath Schools. oe | | ( 
| Number of Teachers. 
| Number of Scholars. 
| | Number of Volumes in Library. : | 
| Value of Church Property. lean a 
| Rec'd from Sabbath Schools. 
| Amount of Salary Received. 


~ 


pe 


| Home Missionary Collections. 


| 


| Foreign Missionary Collecti ons. — 


Contribut’s to Amer, Bible Soc’ 
| Educational, Etc. 


Church Periodicals. | 
UNSTATIONED MINISTERS 
AND PREACHERS. 


"SOUIBNT| 
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III. Your committee recommend that the Committee on Correspondence be 
added to the number of representatives above reported. 


/ | J. H. HAMILTON , Chairman. 


The Secretary was directed to cast the ballot of the Conven- 
tion tor the nominees named in the report. The ballot being 
cast by Secretary H. Wills, nominees were declared 
duly elected. 


W. Collier presented his report of Assessments to the several _ 
Annual Conferences for means to publish the Journal of the 
Convention, which was adopted, as follows: _ 


Assessment for Publication of the Journal of the General Convention.— 
Alabama, $7; Alleghany, $4; Arkansas, N. $5; Arkansas, W. $5; Arkansas 
and Louisiana, $5; Batesville, $4, Boston, $1; California, $4; Colorado, $4: 

Deep River, $4; Genesee, $7; Georgia, $7; Maryland, $20; Illinois, N. $12; 
Illinois, S. $7; Indiana, $12; Iowa, $7; Kansas, $5; Kentucky, $3; Missis- 

sippi, N. $4; “Misbouri, $4; Missouri, N. $4; Minnesota, $5; Michigan, $7; 
Michigan, W. $7; Muskingum, $17; McCaine, $4; Nebraska, $4; New 
. York, $8; New Jersey, $8; North Carolina, $15; Onondaga, $7; Oregon, 
$4; Ohio, $15; Pennsylvania, $5; Pittsburgh, $17; South Carolina, $5; Texas, 
$7; Tennessee, $5; Tennessee, W. $5; Virginia, $5; West Virginia, $17. 
W. COLLIER, Committee. 


W.J.C. Dulany takes the contract. All remittances will be made to him at 
382 W. Baltimore street, Baltimore, Md. 
oF Drinkhouse, in behalf of the Director y of the Methodist 
Protestant Church, rose to a question of privilege and stated to 
the representatives of the Convention Conferences controlling, — 
under the charter, the Book Concern and Periodical, that. the 
Conventional nitinies and the Discipline of the Methodist Pro- 
testant Church called for a quadrennial meeting of the Conven- 
tion during the session of the General Conference. This General 
Convention not occurring at that period, and having been called 
for special purposes, the Directory are uncertain as to the legality 
of a Convention of Conferences on the Book Concern and Peri-  _ 
odical at this juncture. They have, however, prepared a report 
and are ready to make a financial exhibit if the representatives 
deem best to hold a Convention. This proposal is made to 
anticipate adverse criticism for the non-holding of such a Con- 
vention. The matter is submitted for your action. No response 
was made, and the Convention was not called. 
The adjourned. The was sung, and 
the Benediction was pronounced by Rev. W. Collier. 
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History brings to us the fact that in all ages there have been differences of 


opinion among individuals in large bodies, as of churches; but if our experi-— 
- ence now shall prove, as is confidently believed will be the case, that our people 


will universally approve what is done in this Convention, we shall know how 
certainly God has directed our way. But should it prove that some individuals 


have had views as to the terms of this union, somewhat differing from the basis | 
adopted, they will by a ready consent to the terms adopted, have a rare oppor- 
tunity to exemplify a noble Christian virtue, since it has ever been conceded 


that religious prejudices are the strongest of all. 
And now may it not be hoped that all our people will continue their earnest 
prayers, that God will bless this union so happily granted in answer. to prayer, 


‘and that we will strive to live still nearer to Him, consecrating ourselves anew 
from day to day; emulating each other in the culture of the highest of Christian 


Virtues and personal liberality. 

‘Finally, may the grace and peace of God our Father, the communion of the 
Holy Spirit, and the love of our Lord Jesus Christ abide with you all ever- 
more. Amen. : 

To the Annual Conferences :—We, who are placed here\ by your election to 
deliberate together, and carry into effect an honorable union\ by the will of God, 


according to your confidence so freely expressed, do now co ene to you and 


to Divine favor the results of these deliberations. 
‘Respectfully reported by the Committee on Pastoral Address. 


J. KOST, 
J. J. WHTE, 
COLHOUER, 
N. R. SWIFT, 
ce J. W. HERRING, 
BALTIMORE, May, 1877. DAVID WILSON. 


W. Collier was appointed a Committee to assess the several 
Annual Conferences for the amounts necessary to publish the 
Journal of the Convention. 


The report of the Committee on Ritual was put on | its passage, 
amended: and finally adopted. 


The Aimunittes on Nomination of Delegates to the Ecu- 


menical Conference of Methodism, submitted their report, as 


follows: 


I. Committee of Correspondence.—MINISTERS: E. J. Drinkhouse, M. D. A. 
Clark, D.D. Laymen: W. J.C. Dulany, J. J. Gillispie. 


II. Representatives to Ecumenical Conference of Methodism.—MunistxErs: G. B. 


McElroy, D. D., 8. B. Southerland, D. D., J. M. P. Hickersen, D. D., L. L. D.,. 


J. Burns, D. D. LAYMEN : Hon. B. Bibb, Hon. F. Remsburg Hon. W. 
Button, T. J. Finch. 5 


Alternates—MINISTERS: A. Wheat, G. R. Barr, D. D., T. H. “A. 


M., B. F. Duggan, M.D. Laymen: J. W. Hetring, M. D. W. Scott, W. Van- 
S. V. Pickens. 
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Also the following : 


Resolved, That our several Annual Confer ences, or the Presidenti thereof, be 
requested to take such measures as will secure the proper celebration in their 
respective Districts of the completion of the first half century of our Denomi- 


national existence, during the ensuing year. 


J. K. HELMBOLD, | 
DUGGAN, Sr. 


On motion of J. K. Nichols the Convention agreed to meet at 


The Convention adjourned. The Doxology was sung, and 
the Benediction was pronounced by Rev. J. M. P. Hickerson. 


\ 


EVENING SESSION. 


The Convention met at 8 P. M. Devotional exercises were 
conducted by Rev. J. F. Kellogg. The Minutes: of the previous 
session were read and approved. 


The Committee on the Historical Preface to the Rook of 


Discipline made a verbal report through their Chairman. The 
Preface was directed to be pibnttted when prepared, to the 


Editing Committee. 


The report of the Committee on Missions was read, and — 
adopted, as follows : 


ARTICLE I. 


The General Conference at its quadrennial session ais elect a Board of 
Missions, cousisting of nine members, three of whom shall be designated an ~ 
Executive Committee with power to act for the Board, subject to its revision, 
who shall hold their office for the term of four years, and who shall be the 
regular successors of the Board of Missions of the late Methodist Church, and 


shall. be located in Ohio, but may call their meetings at any other 
place. 


ARTICLE II. 


The General Conference shall also, in like manner, elect a Corresponding — 
Secretary who shall be a member of the Board, ea-o fficio, whose duty it shall > 
be to attend its regular meetings, to make quarterly and annual reports, to 
travel under the direction of tie Board, through the church generally, Visiting 
the Annual Conferences, churches and mission fields, as may be practicable; to 
conduct the correspondence of the Board, to make a full and complete quadren- 
nial report to the General Conference, and to perform all other duties pertain- 
ing to the office. 


ARTICLE III. 


The Board shall meet annually, and the Executive Committee (or the Board 
if necessary) quarterly, or oftener. 
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SEVENTH DAY. 
WepDNESDAY, May 23d, 1877. 


The Convention met at 9 A. M. Devotional exercises were 


conducted by Rev. P. J. Strong. The Minutes of previous ses- 
sion were read and approved. 


~The chair announced the following committees : 


Fraternal Messengers to correspond with Methodist Churches in 


England.—Dr. J. J. Murray, Dr. John Paris, Hon. F. H. 
Collier. 


Fraternal Messengers to the M. E. General on —Dr. 


‘J. J. Smith, Hon. F. H. Pierpoint, Dr. David Wilson. 


Fraternal -Messengers to the General Conference of M. E. 


Church, South.—Dr. A. Clark, T. J. Finch, Dr. Geo. R. Barr, 
Prof. F. H. M. Henderson. 


The Convention proceeded to fix the place at which the next 
General Conference shall be held; when Atlanta, Ga., Lynch- 


burg, Va., and Pittsburgh, were placed in 


and Pittabur eh was chosen by a rising vote. 


The report of Committee on Means of Grace was taken up 
and adopted. | 


- The consideration of the report of the Committee6n Revision 
was resumed and continued to the close of the session. 


The- Convention adjourned. The Doxology was sung and 


the Benediction pronounced by Rev. J. J. Smith. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The Convention met at 3 P. M. , and was opened with religious 


services conducted by Rey. C. F. Warrig. 
vious session were read and approved. 


A paper on Adrian Mission, ‘read by C. Iivans, was. 
referred to the Committee on Ministerial 


‘The following resolution was adopted : 


The Minutes of phe 


Resolved, That Revs. Bassett and Drinkhouse be appointed a committee to 


prepare a Statistical Report, which report shall be inserted in the Journal with- 
out farther action. 
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Rewsesd, That K. J. Drinkhouse, D. W. Bates and W. J. C. Dulany be, and 
they are hereby constituted a committee to take charge of and preserve the 


~. Journal and papers of this Convention in behalf of the Church; and that they 


also be, and they are hereby authorized to prepare, or have prepared, the manu- 
script for the Journal of the Proceedings of this Convention, and to superin- 


tend the publication of the same. 
G. B. McELROY, 


| THOS. J. FINCH. 
And also the following : | 


Resolved, That the subject of the Salaries of Ministers and Preachers be 


referred to the several Annual Conferences. 
| DANIEL W. BATES, 


G. B. McELROY. 


The report of the Committee on Ministerial Education was. 


adopted : 


The Committee on Ministerial Education having had submitted to them the. 
‘memorial of Revs. J. Kost and T. H. Colhouer, praying for the establishment of 
a Theological Institution under the auspices of the Methodist Protestant 
Church, and also a part of the — of the Committee on Colleges, beg ete. 
to report— 


First—That your committee ‘unanimously recognize the importance of the. 
object prayed for by the memorialists, and also the suggestions made by the 
Committee on Colleges in the part of their report referred to this committee, 
and express the regret that, owing to the pressure in other respects upon . 
Adrian: College, at Adrian, Michigan, and Western Maryland College, at West-_. 
minster, Maryland, there has not been that thorough training in Theology — 
which the Church most ardently desires. We do therefore recommend that. 

the Boards of Trustees of these institutions, respectively, do at their meetings. 
in June next, consider and adopt such measures as in their judgment may be- 
deemed practicable for the establishment of a full cour se of Theological i instruc- 
tion in connection with these colleges. 


Second—That the Board of Ministerial Education be hereby directed to sus-. 
tain, to the extent of their ability, students preparing for the ministry of the.’ 
Methodist Protestant Church at Adrian and Western Maryland Colleges. 


Third—That we recommend the adoption, by the Convention, of the paper | 
signed by C. S. Evans and E. A. Wheat, referred to this Committee. 


DAVID WILSON, 

J. 8. THRAP, 

J. W. HERRING, 

J.KOST,. 
WALKER. 


ADRIAN Mission. 


WHEREAS, The importance of haying a regular church organization at 
Adrian, Michigan, where our College 3 in the West is located, must be apparent 
toall; and 

- WHERnae, There is now a reasonable prospect of attaining this desirable end 
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ARTICLE IV. 


The mission work shall be designated Home and Foreign Missions. The 
‘work within the United States and its Territories shall be known as the Home, 
and all work elsewhere as Foreign Missions. 


ARTICLE V.. 
Powers and Duties of the Poord, 
Section 1. As soon as practicable after the rise of the General Conference the 


Board shall meet and organize by electing a President, Recording Secretary, 


Treasurer and the Executive Committee, and they shall exact of the Treasurer 


me good and sufficient security to make the funds of the Board entirely safe. 


Sec. 2. The Board shall have power to make its own rules and regulations, to 
fill vacancies occurring in the interim of the General Conference, fix the salary 
of the Corresponding Secretary, establish missions at home and abroad; employ 
missionaries, fix their salaries and change or remove them as the interest of the 
work may demand, and to control and apply all the funds in its treasury, It 
shall also have power to require the Corresponding Secretary to faithfully per- 
form the duties of his office, and Yor sufficient cause may suspend or remove 


‘him from office, provided, however, that he shall have the en of appeal to the: 


General Conference. 


Sec. 8. The Home and Foreign Missions shail be coaducted as two distinct 


and separate interests, the accounts of receipts and disbursements being kept in 


‘separate books to be provided for the ‘purpose, and ‘reported separately to the 
Board and the General Confer ence. 


Sec. 4. The Board, at its annual meeting, shall estimate the amount of funds 
required for Home and Foreign Missions, and shall apportion the same to the 
several Annual Conferences according to their respective ability, and the Cor- 
responding Secretary shall send to the Presidents immediately, and to the 


Conferences at their annual sessions, the amounts thus apportioned, which shall 


be laid before the same by the Presidents thereof, and apportioned to the several 
stations, circuits and missions, and the funds collected shall be forwarded under 
the direction of the Annual Conferences to the Treasurer of the Board. 


Sec. 5. The Board shall not make appropriations, or contract debts in excess 


_ of the funds already in the Treasury. 


Sec. 6. The several Annual Conferences shall provide, eee the Pastors 


-and Sabbath School Superintendents, for the organization of Juvenile Mis- 
sionary Societies in the Sabbath Schools, with a view to the proper training of 
the children of the Church in the Missionary work, and shall make it tbe 
official duty of pastors to take up, annually, at each appointment on their 
respective charges a Missionary collection, which shall be equally divided 


between the Home and Foreign Missions; pr ovided, that contributors may direct 
the application of their contributions. 


All of which is respectfully submitted. | 

Rt. ROSE, Chairman 
b. F. BENSON, 
THOS. J. FINCH. 
The following resolution was adopted : 
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ARTICLE VI. 


In the interval of the Conference, if it shall be necessar ¥, the Board may make 
appropriations ; but in all such cases it shall report the same, with a full report. 
of all its proceedings, to the Conference at its next annual session. 


| = ARTICLE VII. 


The Board shall report to the Conference at each annual session the amount 
of money needed for the ensuing year, and if the Conference approves the 
report, it shall proceed to make arr angements to raise the same and pay it into 
‘the treasury of the Board. 

ARTICLE VIII. ne 

It shall also be the duty of the Board to inquire into the wants of all parts of 
the Conference District, and locate new Missions in such places only as there is 
‘a prospect of building up self-sustaining churches. 


ARTICLE IX. 


All the funds that shall come into the hands of the Board from the sale of 
church property, shall go into a building-fund to be carefully controlled by the — 
Board, which shall be loaned to incorporated Boards or Tr ustees ‘on real estate 
mortgage, at not more than half its value, to aid in building chapels and parson- 


ages, under the — of the Discipline. 
EVANS 


F. H. M. HENDERSON, 
T. DOUGLASS. 


The following resolution was adopted : 


Resolved, That our publishing houses at Baltimore and Pittsburgh, be and 
they are hereby instructed to prepare, print, and keep on hand a supply of 
blanks for church, sabbath school, and financial reports, to be procured annually 
by the Secretary of each Annual Conference, and by him furnished to each 
pastor in his District at least three months prior to meeting of the Conference, 
the form of the blanks being now in the Book Concern at Pittsburgh. 

EVANS, 
N.R. SWIFT. 


AS also the following : 


Resolved, That-the Methodist Discipline so far as it defines the powers of the 
Boards, not otherwise defined by this Convention, be and is hereby endorsed. 
| B. F. BENSON, 

E. J. DRINKHOUSE. 


the following : 


Resolwed, That we recommend that our ministers and ee my throughout 
all our borders, observe with suitable religious services, the day of 
, 1877, as a day of thanksgiving to God for the providential guidance 
which has resulted in the now happily consummated union, and the supplicatin 
His continued benediction upon all our church interests and labors. 


The President was authorized to alt the blanks 1 in the above 
resolution. | 
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under the pastoral labors of Rev. Judson Swift, who has recently been employed 
as a missionary at that place; therefore, 


Resolved, That we hereby commend Adrian Mission to the special attention 
cand care of our Board of Missions. 


Resolved, That as the pastor of the mission at Adrian has been employed to 
aid in the Theological department of the college, that the Board of Ministeria ] 


Education be requested to supplement, as far as possible, the action of the Board 
of Missions 1 in his support. 


EVANS, 
EK. A. WHEAT. 


The report of Committee on Sunday Schools was read, ac- 
cepted, referred to the Annual Conferences, and ordered to be 
published in the church organs. 


The report of Committee on Hymn Book was ‘taken up, 
‘amended, and adopted. 


‘The report of Committee on. Church Extension was taken up 
and adopted. 


Your Committee on Church Extension submit the following report: 
“Each Annual Conference shall organize a Board of Church Extension within 
‘its District, to be called the Board of Church Extension of 
of the Methodist Protestant Church, to be located in 

under the following of Incorporation : 


Conference 
State of — | 


The Conference shall elect five members—thr ee ministers and two laymen— 
who shall constitute the Board of Church Extension, and continue in office one 
year, or until their successors are elected by the Annual Conference. 


ARTICLE II. 


It shall be the duty of the Board to meet immediately after their cleetion and , \S 
organize by electing a President, Secretary, Treasurer and Executive Com- oe i 


mittee, and proceed without delay to become an incorporated body under the 
laws of the State | in which it may be located. 


ARTICLE III. 


The Board thus incorporated shall have power to make its own By-Laws, and 
meet at such times and places as it may determine. 


_ ARTICLE IVY, | 
_ It shall receive all moneys raised by the Conference for the Church Extension 
Board, and disburse the same under the direction of the Annual Conference. 
ARTICLE Vv. 


The Board shall vine a faithful oversight of all the Mission work and property 


of the Confer ence, and see that none of it is placed in jeopardy for debt or other- soe 
wise. | 
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The following paper was adopted : 


Wuereas, The American Bible Society, established in 1816, and located in 
‘the city of New York, has for its object the universal circulation of the Bible 
without note or comment, and 


WHEREAS, Said Society is publishing the Holy Scriptures in more than two 
hundred different languages and dialects, and is ee the work forward 
with gratifying success ; therefore, 


Resolved, That this Convention is in full sympathy with this important work, 
and will do all we can to further the enterprise. 


WESTFALL, 
BUTTON. 


The chair announced as Committee on Hymn Book, J. Bur ns, 


H. Colhouer, J ollickotter, and Ki. B. | 
Bates. 


The Publishing Combaittes were directed to have completed 
the engrossing of the Minutes of this Convention. 


—_ following paper, offered by J. B. Walker, was = 


BENEVOLENT ConTRIBUTIONS. 


It is recommended that the Annual Contributions for the Board of Ministerial 
Education be taken during the month of December, and the contributions for 
the Cause of Missions be taken during the month of May of each year. aan 


The minutes of the session were read and approved, and then 
the minutes were adopted as a whole. 
The Convention then adjourned sine die at 1. 40, ru. 
The Doxology was sung, and the Benediction pronounced by 
‘the Secr etary 


G. B. McELROY. 
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